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According to a recent opinion poll, Nicaraguans are critical of the government's economic policies
but even more critical of US policies toward Nicaragua. The poll was conducted by the newly
formed university-based Nicaraguan Institute of Public Opinion, and sponsored by the Catholic
University in Managua (described as the nation's most politically independent university), and the
Inter-American Research Center of Los Angeles. Students were employed to interview a random
sample of adults residing in five different types of neighborhoods in Managua. The interviews of
1,129 adults took place on June 4 and 5. Some of the results are summarized below: * 68% of the
respondents said Washington's Central America policy was "bad" or "terrible"; 17%, "fair"; and,
8%, "good" or "excellent." * In response to a question on what interviewees most admired about the
US, 42% replied, "nothing"; 22% said, "development and technology"; and, 7% cited "democracy" or
"freedom." * 85% oppose US aid to the contras. * 42% said President Daniel Ortega's management
of the government was "good" or "excellent"; 29%, "fair"; and, 21%, "terrible." * 38% said the
Sandinistas' management of the economy was "bad" or "terrible"; 36%, "fair"; and, 22%, "good" or
"excellent." * 74% said their family's economic situation was worse than a year ago; only 7% cited
improvement. * Despite general support for the Sandinistas' peace efforts and foreign policies,
48% said the government was not democratic. * The USSR received a higher positive response
at all income levels than the US. * 28% of respondents said they were Sandinistas; 9%, liberal or
conservative opposition parties; and, 59%, no party affiliation. Independent polling is not legal in
Nicaragua, but the government did not interfere with this survey. (Basic data from AP, 06/30/88)
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